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The definitive, never-before-told story of the prep-to-pro generation, those basketball prodigies who

from 1995 to 2005 made the jump directly from high school to the NBA. Â  When Kevin Garnett

shocked the world by announcing that he would not be attending collegeâ€”as young basketball

prodigies were expected to doâ€”but instead enter the 1995 NBA draft directly from high school, he

blazed a trail for a generation of teenage basketball players to head straight for the pros. That trend

would continue until the NBA instituted an age limit in 2005, requiring all players to attend college or

another developmental program for at least one year. Â  Over that decade-plus period, the list of

players who made that difficult leap includes some of the most celebrated players of the modern

eraâ€”Garnett, Kobe Bryant, LeBron James, Dwight Howard, Tracy McGrady, and numerous other

stars. It also includes notable â€œbustsâ€• who either physically or mentally proved unable to handle

the transition. But for better or for worse, the face of the NBA was forever changed by the

prep-to-pro generation. In compelling, masterfully crafted prose,Â Boys Among MenÂ goes behind

the scenes and draws on hundreds of firsthand interviews to paint insightful and engaging portraits

of the most pivotal figures and events during this time. Award-winning basketball writer Jonathan

Abrams has obtained remarkable access to the key players, coaches, and other movers and

shakers from that time, and the result is a book packed with rare insights and

never-before-published details about this chapter in NBA history.Â Boys Among MenÂ is a thrilling,

informative, must-read for any basketball fan.
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"â€œMr. Abrams is such an excellent reporter and has been such a keen observer of the NBA over

more than two decades that he makes an unerring tour guide. Itâ€™s a blast just to let him lead us

through the tumultuous era between Mr. Jordan and Mr. James.â€• - The Wall Street

Journalâ€œRivetingâ€¦.an exhaustive work of research and reporting that reads with the propulsive

energy of a magazine feature that makes you late for something important.â€• - Slate"Masterful." -

The Atlanticâ€œA must-read about the game, an incisive and exhaustively reported exploration of

the price that young men pay for a chance to make it in the extraordinarily competitive world of pro

hoops. Jonathan Abrams asks smart questions and has a gift for portraitureâ€¦an important

contribution to the discussion about the way we consume sports in America.â€• - The Daily

Beast"Expertly weaves stories and anecdotes from these players to create a fascinating

retrospective on the culture, success and the continuing impact of those players in the

league..Abramsâ€™ book does an excellent job telling stories of these players, unearthing details

that add depth to even the most-known stars including aspects of Kobeâ€™s legendary pre-draft

workouts and the â€œluckiestâ€• shot that accelerated LeBronâ€™s star rising in high school. It is

worth reading for every basketball fan as a piece of entertainment as well as for deeper insight into

an era now past and the players who still shape our present and future." - The Sporting

News"Abrams weaves a compelling tale about a transformational era in the NBA that also speaks to

the sometimes-desperate pursuit of sporting stardom." - Kirkus (Starred Review) Â "This essential,

well-researched book will appeal to readers interested in basketballâ€™s business side as well as

the factors that have helped shape the modern NBA." -  â€œIn this excellent effort, Abrams, the

gifted hoops writer late of Grantland, examines this controversial phenomenon from every

angle.Â â€“Publishers Weekly"A riveting read that cements Jonathan Abrams' reputation as one of

the world's best basketball writers."Â â€“ Bill Simmons, #1Â New York TimesÂ Bestselling author

ofÂ The Book of Basketball Â â€œA fascinating and unsettling account of what happened to

professional basketball when teenagers made their way into a man's game."â€”Malcolm Gladwell,

#1Â New York TimesÂ bestselling author ofÂ OutliersÂ andÂ David and Goliath Â  â€œWill stand as

the definitive dissection of an oddly brief, perpetually influential period in the history of NBA labor

relations."â€”Chuck Klosterman, New York Times bestselling author of I Wear the Black Hat and

Sex, Drugs and Cocoa Puffs Â  â€œThere was much I learned from this book, which covers not only

the superstar â€œkids" like Bryant and Garnett, but also the compelling cautionary tales.â€•Â â€”Jack

McCallum,Â New York TimesÂ bestselling author ofÂ Dream TeamÂ andÂ Seven Seconds or Less

Â  "Boys Among MenÂ is as inside as an account can be of the paths of those players, both the

famous and the forgotten.Â It's not merely a compelling book for any hoops fan, it's an important



one."â€”David Â Epstein,Â New York TimesÂ bestselling author ofÂ The Sports Gene Â  â€œAn

indispensable book for anyone who cares about basketball.â€• â€”George Dohrmann, Pulitzer Prize

winning author ofÂ Play Their Hearts Out Â  â€œJonathan Abrams has transcended one of the

NBA's great business and moral debates to deftly tell the inside story of the prep-to-pros

phenomenonâ€¦AÂ marvelous book that will stand the test of time." â€“Adrian Wojnarowski,Â New

York TimesÂ best-author of the sellingÂ The Miracle of St. Anthony Â  Â â€œJonathan Abrams

expertly captures this crucial era in basketball history. Yet what makesÂ Boys Among MenÂ so

compelling isnâ€™t the high school players who turned out to be future hall of famers, but the stories

of all the tragic would-be heroes that basketball has long forgotten.â€™ â€”Dave McMenamin, NBA

writer for ESPNFrom the Hardcover edition.

JONATHAN ABRAMS is an award-winning journalist who has covered the NBA forÂ  ESPNâ€™s

Grantland,Â The New York TimesÂ andÂ Los Angeles Times.Â Heis a graduate of the University of

Southern California.

After reading Abrams on Grantland the past few years, I was beyond excited for this book. Finished

it in a matter of two days. Between the origin stories of players you have heard of (KG, Kobe, etc.)

and the tales of those who never made it big (Lenny Cooke, Leon Smith), this book is a captivating,

must read for basketball fans.

The book answers this question although for me it took a few chapters to get going as I got used to

Abrams' writing style, but by the end, I enjoyed it very much. It was extremely comprehensive and

Abrams should be commended for the number of primary sources and interviews he was able to

access. I learned quite a bit about the players from that era and especially the AAU/Vaccaro/shoe

company shenanigans. Definitely recommend.

Written on maybe an 8th-grade reading level (to be kind), but otherwise a fun read with a lot of

inside scoops on different players, their agents, and the nefarious as well as good people behind

them. The most enjoyable component to me was the story around Kobe Bryant, because you get to

understand what makes such a competitor great. Abrams brings a lot of insights from in-depth

interviews to the table and follows a chronicity of players from Garnett to LeBron.

shipped quick...packaged great...just as described...Thanks !!!



Loved the deep dive into Garnett, Kobe and LeBron, but was blown away by the lesser known

stories of player who weren't drafted, or who recovered from draft day disappoints. I thought the

book lost some steam late. I understood Abrams desire to remain neutral on solutions others were

offering, but I longed for a deeper dive in to racial and social ideas behind age limits, as well as

more insight into Stern 's obvious disdain for the NCAA.

Really great if you're a hoops junkie. Lots of nostalgia from names I haven't heard in years (Lenny

Cooke, Ousmanne Cisse, Ndudi Ebi, James Lang, etc). That was my favorite part about the book.

We all know how Garnett, Kobe, Lebron, etc turned out. But Jonathan did a great job telling the

stories of the guys who missed on the dream, and he did an even better job of describing what

might have caused their fall. Recommended.

Really well written and well researched book. Doesn't really answer the question of whether it's right

or wrong to now not allow high school athletes to go straight to the NBA, but it provides several

viewpoints/case studies and allows the reader to form his/her own opinion. Fascinating to read

about the booms and the busts. Book jumps around a little bit at times, but never hard to follow.

A terrific overview of the prep-to-pro generation of NBA stars and busts. Abrams discusses the

ethics and dilemma regarding the jump from High School to the NBA thoughtfully, highlighting the

pros and cons in a highly readable and entertaining way. This book is both an excellent history

lesson and a summary of the discussion that will surround this issue in future years.
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